
FEATURES
3B BEAUTIFUL BEGINNINGS  |  4B OBITUARIES  |  5B CHURCHES  |  6B ASK THE EXPERTS

SECTION B ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ JULY 26, 2018

“It was the best of times, 
it was the worst of times. 
It was the age of wisdom, 
it was the age of foolish-
ness.”

It wasn’t 19th century 
Charles Dickens; it was 
Grosse Pointe in 1968. 
During the best of times, 
seniors enjoyed the wan-
ing months of their high 
school careers as the last 
to graduate from Grosse 
Pointe High School — 
known as “The High.” 
With the close of a single 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in June, 997 
seniors joined 16,103 ear-
lier graduates, according 
to the 1968 yearbook. 
That fall the newly con-
structed Grosse Pointe 
North High School 
opened to its fi rst class of 
students and The High 
became Grosse Pointe 
South, beginning a rivalry 
between the two cross-
town high schools.

The worst of times was 
a decade beginning with 
the Bay of Pigs invasion 
in 1961 and the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in 1962, fol-
lowed by the assassina-
tions of John F. Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Robert Kennedy. In 
fact, King spoke March 
14, 1968 in The High’s 
gymnatorium to a capac-
ity crowd of nearly 2,700 
three weeks before he 
was shot in Memphis, 
Tenn.

“We were embroiled in 
an unwinnable war, there 
were race riots from coast 
to coast and a drug cul-
ture taking root among 
the nation’s young,” remi-
nisced 1968, alumnus 
John Steininger. “Guys 
burned their draft cards 
and a few of our class-
mates even crossed over 
to Canada to avoid mili-
tary service.”

On a summer evening 
at Cellar 313 on Kercheval 
in Grosse Pointe Park, 
Steininger and other 
members of the Class of 
1968 took a break from 
planning their 50th 
reunion in September to 
share memories of a time 
gone by.

For such a big class, 
everyone got along great, 
they said. There were 
even a number of high 
school sweethearts in the 
class.

“The whole community 
was much more unified 
by having just the one 
high school,” said Cathy 
Mantay Wynn. “There 
was no rivalry. It was just 
Grosse Pointe.”

And there was good, 
clean fun.

“We didn’t have the 
internet,” said Bil l 
Schaefer.

“They didn’t have to 
take our cell phones away 
from us,” said Bryan 
Melvin.

Some of this fun 
included pranks, accord-
ing to Cathy Champion — 
“like letting the crickets 
out in the high school.”

Steininger owned up to 
his role in the senior she-
nanigans. He found an ad 
in a fi shing magazine for 
Selph’s Cricket Ranch in 
Memphis, Tenn., and 
ordered $19 worth of 
crickets to be delivered to 
his house in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

“We collected cigar 
boxes from all the differ-
ent little retail stores, 
punched holes in the top,” 
Steininger said. They 
transferred the crickets 

from a large container 
into the cigar boxes and 
distributed the boxes 
among the students. The 
plan was to release the 
crickets all at once during 
second bell.

“I personally remember 
someone who ... threw the 
whole box at this girl,” 
Steininger said. “I’m sure 
she’s still traumatized to 
this day.”

Another student sprin-
kled crickets on the cafe-
teria food and called the 
health department, he 
said.

“They chirped in the 
lockers for weeks,” said 
Melvin.

The students accom-
plished their goal — to 
shutdown the school, 
Schaefer said. While 
Assistant Principal and 
Dean of Discipline John 
Thursby  suspec ted 
Steininger was the culprit 
behind the mischief, he 
was unable to prove it, 
Steininger said.

Another claim to fame 
generating class camara-
derie was winning the 
homecoming fl oat contest 
each year, “which was 
unusual because usually 
the senior class won,” 
Champion said, adding 
the only reason the class 
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Class of 1968 50th reunion planning committee members, front row, from left, 
Sue Bell Tompkins, Sue Boyd, Cathy Mantay Wynne, Cathy Champion — mar-
keting, Bryan Melvin — secretary, John Steininger and Joe Tompkins — chair-
man. Back row, Bill Schaefer, Kevin Killebrew — treasurer, John O’Brien, 
Harry Kurtz — historian and Randall Cain.

Mrs. 
VanderSchaaf 
and German 
Club members 
enter the 
homecoming 
fl oat competi-
tion.

HISTORIC PHOTOS FROM THE 1968 VIEW POINTE

Miss Balut and Y-teen members Martha Stoepel, 
Heather Hogue, Jan Gould and Chris MacDonald 
prepare packages for Vietnam.

Liz Ambrose and Jim Davlantes demonstrate un-
usual band activities during halftime.

Grosse Pointe North High School under construc-
tion.

Schedule 
of events
Friday, Sept. 21, 7 p.m.
Meet and greet at Atwater 
in the Park
1175 Lakepointe, Grosse 
Pointe Park
No tickets necessary
Saturday, Sept. 22
Tour of Grosse Pointe 
South, 11 a.m. (tentative)
50th Reunion, 6:30 p.m. at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, 788 Lake Shore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores
Food, cash bar
Tickets $68; no sales at 
the door. RSVP to gphs68.
com.
Sunday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.
Family picnic at Grosse 
Pointe Park Windmill 
Pointe Park
BYO everything (hot grills 
provided)
Held at the Tompkins 
Community Center in the 
event of rain
For more information
go to gphs68.com or con-
tact John Steininger at 
(313) 822-4400.
Know how to contact 
classmates?
Send  contact information 
(email addresses pre-
ferred) to Joe Tompkins at 
tompkins.joseph@gmail.
com or Cathy Champion at 
cathy@cchampion.com.

The first Grosse Pointe High 
School opened its doors in 1921 in 
the old Cadieux building on St. 
Clair to bring together for the fi rst 
time students from all the Pointes. 
The school has grown steadily, 
basking in the exuberance of the 
’20s, enduring the Depression, 
surviving the chaos of World War 
II and riding the crest of the post-
war boom, since 24 seniors gradu-
ated in 1925.

Growth has not always been 
easy. The present building, opened 
in 1928, was built on an old marsh 

which hid Indian relics. The quick-
sand almost swallowed a steam-
s h o v e l .  W. L .  Wa l l i n g , 
superintendent of schools in 1928, 
looked forward to the day when 
the community would be big 
enough to fi ll the corridors of the 
new school. His view of uncrowded 
classrooms in a single school serv-
ing all the Grosse Pointes proved 
short sighted.

Crowded conditions necessi-
tated the construction in 1942 of 
the Industrial Arts building, which 
had a third fl oor added in 1961. 

Country Day School became the 
Annex in 1954, the same year the 
Quonset Hut became the home for 
driver education. Cramped recre-
ation facilities required the con-
struction of the Gymnatorium in 
1955, and in 1964 the library 
moved from Cleminson Hall to the 
Wicking building. As enrollment 
passed 3,000 this year, the concept 
of a single high school serving all 
the Pointes became a thing of the 
past.

— From the 1968 View Pointe, 
Grosse Pointe High School

A thing of the past
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